
 

 

Christmas Newsletter 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas! I hope this letter finds you and your family doing well and that you are having a joyful holiday season.   
 

The past year has been a productive one for us at the Humane Society of North Iowa as we have found loving homes for  
almost 500 animals in just the last year and over 8500 animals in the past 25 years.  We are proud to be a resource in North 
Iowa and to have played a part in the happy endings for so many animals.  But we know our work is never done; there will 
always be animals that are displaced, neglected or abused that need our help. 
 

As we celebrate the successes, we also must report that the year ends on a somber note for our organization as we mourn  
the loss of our founder, Alice Anne Blackmore…. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Though we mourn the loss of our Alice Anne, we continue our work on her behalf helping animals in need.  Following are the 
stories of Landon, a friend who found his happy ending, and Keely, a sweetheart that still awaits her forever home… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our mission is to rescue; our hope 
is that someday we won’t have to 

The Humane Society of North Iowa 

Humane Society of North Iowa~ 2700 South Birch Drive ~ Mason City, IA 50401 ~ 641-423-6241 ~ www.hsni.org 

Alice Anne Blackmore:  1920-2013 
It is with great sadness we report the founder of our 
organization, Alice Anne Blackmore, passed away on 
Sunday, November 10th, at the age of 93. 
 

Alice Anne began her efforts in 1959 by taking in a litter 
of puppies and starting the “Pet Assistance League” on 
her farm in Mason City, IA, thus the origins of the 
Humane Society of North Iowa were born. 
 

Over the course of many decades, Alice Anne assisted 
and came to the rescue of countless animals in need. 
Thousands of animals have found their happy endings 
because Alice Anne played a role in their lives. She 
made an impact that will never be forgotten. Her legacy 
will be the mercy and kindness she had for all animals. 
 

She was many things to us: an inspiration, a role model 
and a legend. More than 50 years ago, she opened her 
heart, her home and her pocketbook to animals in need. 
In doing so, she laid the foundations to the organization 
we are today with her intentions as our daily goal: to 
provide sanctuary, comfort, care and compassion to 
animals in need.  
 

We are grateful for her lifetime of devotion to helping 
our animal friends and we are proud to continue the 
work she started so many years ago.    

 

In October of 2009, Alice Anne visited the newly constructed 
Humane Society of North Iowa shelter. She is pictured here with 
Shelter Manager Stacy Rooney, Executive Director Sybil Soukup, 
and a very friendly canine friend who was happy to give her a kiss! 
 

Alice Anne always dreamed of having a safe, comfortable, and 
welcoming shelter in North Iowa to help our animal friends.  We 
are overjoyed that she got to see her dream fulfilled.  



 
 

 
     
 

                  
 

The Humane Society of North Iowa is truly grateful for the support we receive from friends like you.  Your donation allows 
us to continue Alice Anne Blackmore’s efforts by providing top quality care to the animals in our shelter.  Your support 
ensures that they will receive proper medical attention, spay/neuter surgery, quality food, veterinarian exams, warm blankets, 
and loving caretakers (our staff) to tend to their needs.  
 

From all of us at the Humane Society of North Iowa, thank you for your past and continued support; we look forward to 
creating even more happy endings to animals in need! Merry Christmas! 
 

Sincerely,   
 
 
 
 
 
Sybil Soukup, Executive Director 
 

P.S.  Your tax-deductible donation is very much needed and appreciated! 
 

 
 
 

My tax-deductible donation will be used to provide food, medical treatment, care, and rescue 
services to displaced, abandoned, neglected, and abused animals. 
 

Enclosed is my gift of: 
 

_____$15  = food and shelter for one night for an animal in need 
_____$30  =  veterinarian exam for one shelter animal 
_____$50  =   annual vaccinations for one shelter animal 
_____$75  =  neuter surgery for one shelter animal 
_____$100 =  cat litter supply for 1 month for the shelter 
_____$150 = shelter food supply for 1 month 
_____$250 = spay surgery for 3 shelter animals  
_____$500 = provides emergency services to injured animals  

         who arrive at the shelter and require urgent care 
_____ ANY amount that will help us care for animals in need!   
 

(Please remit this portion with your donation) 

Yes! I want to help the Humane Society of North Iowa help animals in need!   

 Save your postage and supplies!  You don’t 
need to send me an acknowledgment of my gift. 

 My employer matches charitable donations. 
Please contact them for more information. 
   
Employer contact: ______________________ 
 

    ______________________ 

Name: _________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

Landon: love at first sight! 
Landon was released to our shelter because his owners were moving and couldn’t take 
him with.  Landon was only 6 years old, but had almost completely lost his vision, the 
result of an ocular disease 2 years prior.  Though we thought he might be able to see 
shadows, we knew his vision impairment might delay his adoption as he would require  
a home that had experience working with a blind dog.  In the meantime, Landon  
became a shelter favorite and was doted on by staff and volunteers alike. 
 

Finally, 9 whole months later, we received a call from a woman who lived almost 100 
miles away.  She had seen Landon’s profile on our website, had previously owned a blind 
dog, and very much wanted to open up her home and heart to our boy Landon.  She 
came to the shelter to meet him (bearing gifts and toys!) and it was love at first sight.  
She adopted him that day!  Since his adoption, she has sent us adorable pictures (as you 
see here) of Landon relaxing and enjoying his new home.  Congratulations Landon! 

Keely: sweet, petite and likes something special to eat! 
Keely arrived at our shelter as a stray weighing just over 4 pounds.  She was so 
tiny, we thought perhaps she was a kitten!  A thorough veterinarian exam 
concluded that she was indeed a very petite adult.  Keely exhibited gastro-
intestinal distress when she first came into our care.  She didn’t eat very much 
food and was lethargic.  We continued to work with our veterinarian to find a 
solution.  It was discovered that Keely had some food allergies that were very 
easily remedied with a simple change to a prescription diet. 
 

Keely now weighs over 7 pounds and feels fantastic!  The only thing that 
would make her feel better is to have a home to call her own.  Keely is 
currently still waiting at the shelter to be adopted.  Do you have room in your 
heart for this little sweetie?  Come meet Keely! 


